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Background Paper and Brief for the Review 
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➢Looked at international 

practice at a glance 

➢Highlighted emerging 

themes that set out the 

brief for the 

development of the 

technology subjects
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The design process
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Transferable 

skills
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Technology subjects and STEM
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Technology subjects and STEM

While concerns in relation to science and

mathematics are clearly evident in current

literature, there does not appear to be a

comparable level of interest in the technology-

related subjects at second-level.

(McGarr & Lynch, 2015)
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Technology subjects and the Gender Imbalance 
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NEW SUBJECT 
SPECIFCATIONS



From a syllabus to a specification 
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Syllabus
describes an 

overview of course 

content, and lists what 

is to be taught

Specification 
describes a systematic 

representation of the content, 

described as learning outcomes. 

It specifies what students should 

be able to do, rather than what 

they should know, and has 

flexibility of teaching and 

learning approaches built in.
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Structure of new specifications 
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What is different in terms of the assessment of the 

Technology Subjects?

CBA 1 CBA 2 Project Exam



Applied Technology



Applied Technology
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Principles 

and 

practices

Energy 

and 

control

Technology 

and 

society



Applied Technology 
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Analysis and problem solving  

Planning, managing, creating

Design and innovation

Communicating

Strand



Applied Technologies 
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70%

30%

Exploring the applications 

of controlled systems

Self analysis and evaluation

Issued and corrected by 

the SEC

90 minute paper in June of 

third year 

SLAR

SLAR



Engineering



Engineering 
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Principles 

and 

processes

Design 

application Mechatronics
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Engineering 
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Analysis and problem solving  

Developing and manufacturing

Innovation and exploration

Communicating

Strand



Engineering 
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70%

30%

Engineering in action

Research and development

Issued and corrected by 

the SEC

90 minute paper in June of 

third year 

SLAR

SLAR
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Wood Technology
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Principles 

and 

practices

Design 

thinking

Wood 

science and 

materials



Wood Technology
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Planning and managing

Creating

Communicating

Environment and sustainability 

Strand



Wood Technology
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70%

30%

Wood science in our 

environment 

Self analysis and evaluation

Issued and corrected by 

the SEC

90 minute paper in June of 

third year 

SLAR

SLAR
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Graphics
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2D

Graphics

3D

Graphics

Applied

Graphics



Graphics
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Spatial reasoning

Communicating

Design thinking

Geometric principles and 

constructions

Strand



Graphics
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30%

70%

Communicating through 

sketching

Graphical presentation 

skills

Issued and corrected by 

the SEC

2 hour paper in June of 

third year 

SLAR

SLAR


