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About the NCCA

• Curriculum and Examinations Board (1984)
• NCCA (1987)
• Established under the Education Act (1998) to

advise Minister on matters relating to
a) the curriculum for early childhood education, primary 
and post-primary schools, and

b) the assessment procedures employed in schools and 
examinations on subjects which are part of the curriculum.



Council (2022 – 2026)

• 26 members from 19 nominating 
bodies

• Advisory and representative; doesn’t 
decide policy 

• Not an implementing body

• Unique model of curriculum 
development in Europe 



Aspects of NCCA’s work

Researching Networking

Deliberating Consulting 

Advice



Overview of Senior Cycle Review and the 
Advisory Report



What underpins the 
Advisory Report?



Purpose, vision and principles

The person, the learner, the citizen and all their futures



Realising the vision for senior cycle

Three over-arching and inter-connected aspects:

1. More integrated pathways for all students

2. Greater variety of curriculum components to meet 
the needs of all students

3. A broader approach to assessment and reporting.



Conducive conditions

Shared vision 
and purpose 

Research, data, 
information 

Stakeholder 
engagement 

Communication Policy 
alignment 

Securing 
resources

Enhanced 
professional 

support

Timing and 
pacing 



Minister’s announcement on 29th March

May 2021
Advisory Report sent 

to the DE/Minister

Extensive 
consideration and 

deliberations 

March 2022
Minister’s 

announcement and 
response to the report



1. More integrated pathways for all students
• Introduce follow-on programmes for students currently studying Level 1 and Level 2 Learning Programmes 

in junior cycle

• Revised TY Programme Guide available by early 2024 - to be developed through working with schools and 
will be available to all schools from September 2024

• Over time, remove barriers between Established LC, LCA and LCVP to offer a better match between the 
individual strengths and interests of students and their learning experiences

• All students in schools with LCVP will be able to access LVCP link modules without meeting subject criteria 
from 2022/23

• Students following the LCA programme will be able to access LC Maths and Modern Foreign Language from 
2022/23

• NCCA will assist in ensuring availability of appropriate and flexible progression routes into education, 
training, and work.



2. Greater variety of curriculum components 
to meet the needs of all students

• NCCA to publish schedule of subject curriculum reviews in September 2023

• Deliver new and revised curricula (specifications) in annual blocks 

• Introduce new LC subjects of ‘Drama, Film and Theatre Studies’ and ‘Climate Action and 

Sustainable Development’

• First tranche of new and revised subject specifications commencing in September 2024 

(Drama, Film and Theatre Studies, Climate Action and Sustainable Development, Business, 

Biology, Chemistry, and Physics) in Network Schools

• Revised LC Arabic, Ancient Greek, and Latin specifications introduced in all schools in 2024

• NCCA to consider level of detail in curriculum documents to adequately support teachers.



3. A broader approach to assessment 
and reporting
• All Leaving Certificate subjects to have written exam and additional components

• Additional components: teacher assessed and worth 40% of total marks  

• Written examination: worth 60% of total marks 

• NCCA and SEC to jointly examine how SEC externally moderated, teacher-based form of 

assessment could be used to assess components    

• Oral exams and Music practical performance in Easter vacation from Easter 2022

• Irish Paper 1 and English Paper 1 at end of 5th year, from 2023/24 school year 

• NCCA and SEC to research possible impact of weighting and timing of additional 

components by Q4 2022 to inform curriculum re-development

• Further research on weighting/ timing/ moderation.



What has happened since 
March?



1. More integrated pathways for all students (1)

LCVP
• Revised LCVP 

Programme 
Statement published 
in June 2022

LCA
• Work on revision of 

LCA Programme 
Statement 
progressing in 
collaboration with 
SEC.



1. More integrated pathways for all students (2)

Transition Year

• Completed a school-based 
review of TY

• Convened a TY 
Development Group

• Prepared a Background 
Paper 

• Working in partnership 
with SOLAS

• Commencing a public 
consultation.

Special Education 

• Completed a school-based 
review of JC L

• Convened a SC SE 
Development Group

• Finalising a Background 
Paper which will be 
available for public 
consultation in Feb.



2. Greater variety of curriculum components 
to meet the needs of all students (1)

•Drama, Film and Theatre Studies
•Studies Climate Action and 
Sustainable Development
•Business

• Development Groups preparing for 3rd 
meeting

• Published a Background Paper
• Completed a public consultation.



2. Greater variety of curriculum components 
to meet the needs of all students (2)

•Senior Cycle 
SPHE

• First Development Group meeting 
yesterday

• Published a Background Paper

• Public consultation ongoing- please 
have your say



3. A broader approach to assessment 
and reporting

• Working in collaboration with the SEC, to conduct 

research on the:

• use of externally moderated school-based assessment

• impact of changes to the weighting and timing of additional 

assessment components.



Q & A




	Redevelopment of Senior Cycle
	Overview
	About the NCCA
	Council (2022 – 2026)
	Aspects of NCCA’s work
	Overview of Senior Cycle Review and the Advisory Report
	What underpins the Advisory Report?
	Purpose, vision and principles
	Realising the vision for senior cycle
	Conducive conditions 
	Minister’s announcement on 29th March
	1. More integrated pathways for all students�
	2. Greater variety of curriculum components to meet the needs of all students�
	3. A broader approach to assessment and reporting
	What has happened since March?
	1. More integrated pathways for all students (1)
	1. More integrated pathways for all students (2)
	2. Greater variety of curriculum components to meet the needs of all students (1)�
	2. Greater variety of curriculum components to meet the needs of all students (2)�
	3. A broader approach to assessment and reporting
	Q & A
	Slide Number 22

