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"The term Treorai, the Irish word for guide,
replaces the term Co-operating Teacher ..

Céim: Standards for Initial Teacher Education (2020)

Collaborative professionalism: an exploration of the Treorai’s role and professional learning needs in
supporting a student teacher during the practicum experience of an ITE programme in Ireland

* The research questions guiding this study are as follows:

a. How do Cooperating teachers (Treoraithe) perceive their role
in working with student teachers during school placement?

b. How do Cooperating teachers (Treoraithe) describe their
professional learning needs so that they may support student
teachers during school placement?
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Rationale for the study




Action Research Methodology

Online survey with Treoraithe

Initial focus group interview

Development of professional learning materials

Follow-up focus group interview
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Learning for Collaboration: Treorai
Treoraithe

ABRCVUTCOURS

C L me e e e g — G
L e e e e e A S— - —
e e e e e g c—— 0 ————

Tomcs

‘9* O c




¥ COLAISTE
- ) HIBERNIA

Examples of target areas that might be identified are as follows:

Questioning strategies, wait time and feedback to
students
Pacing of lesson and transitions
during the class

Observing Teaching and

Assessment strategies

Student engagement and
active methodologies

Learni ng
Classroom management Target
and promoting positive behavior arces

Differentiation and
universal design for learning (UDL)

Start of class routines =




How can you support the student teacher to reflect on their teaching
practices?

-

These questions to aid reflection may be useful:

[ o o -
OLAISTE
e o
U What have you learned this week?
-
. What did you most enjoy about your teaching this week? I I EE R h I 'i
& -5

. What is the area of teaching for you that requires immediate attention? How -
are you going to address this?

. Were you able to be flexible in terms of your planned content?

Giving Feedback and
Facilitating Rich

Reflection




Team teaching models

@ The terms co-teaching and team teaching are used interchangeably.

Cassel (2019) presents six models of co-teaching based on available research. To learn more

about these models, watch this video:

One teaching
one observes
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Team Teaching
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One participant ”

described the Treorai
handbook as giving

Treoraithe access to
the “nuts and bolts of

Outline of Professional Learning Supports L e

Treorai Handbook _:ig ggﬁ:ﬁgla?mzsfggigi?\% MoacInucIIeRZefII:eeCetciI(t)):ck Module 3 Team Teaching
The purpose of the The first module The second module aims | €am teaching, where a
handbook was to provide presents some to enhance the ability of student teacher
the Treorai with valuable suggested techniques Treoraithe to provide collaborates with an
information on the school and strategies for impactful feedback and experienced teacher in the
placement module. observing student foster a reflective mindset ~ ¢lassroom, can

_ _ teachers in the in student teachers significantly enhance the
This resource aimed to classroom with learning experience for
bridge the information gap suggestions for both the student teacher
and better equip focused discussion and and the pupils.
Treoraithe in their roles. reflection Hodstsofean excin
“ . T i PT E'.E‘ o ;
WEY o0 WY puy
"Both the handbook ggg oW q,-f:l} ﬁl‘lwq yehw ’i‘lé.g_
and resource itself is ey WE@ R B.'& 14l E‘%G‘
amazing, | look o 2 s L [

forward to the day
where this is unified."

Teamte: aching One teach, one abserve Statian teaching Parallel teaching Altermative teaching One teach, one asslst
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Example of a
feedback model

in Module 2

What is the area of
What did you most teaching for you that
What have you enjoy about your requires immediate
learned this week? teaching this attention?
week? How are you going
to address this?

How did you
assess pupils'
learning during
the lessons?

What did you find
D : challenging during .
How many positive + How did you

“| found the
guestions to help
with reflection very
useful as they help to
focus the discussion
and promote
evidence-based
‘ ‘ dialogue and action”

comments did you differentiate a
make during the S bl learning task for
lesson? St youl pupils?




Findings

More information is needed by the Treorai from HEIs
offering an ITE programme on the structure and
processes of school placement.

The need to understand the assessment process for
the student teacher; the research participants said this
would facilitate better support for the student

teacher.

Continuing professional development (CPD) that
focuses on the professional learning needs of the
Treorai would be welcomed.

———
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Key Takeaways

Treorai commitment: Treoraithe are deeply committed to supporting student teachers; they welcomed and valued
professional and collaborative dialogue around this important topic.

The role of Treorai was seen as rewarding, particularly in terms of the benefits to the Treorai’s own professional
practice.

Appetite for professional learning: Despite time constraints, the participants demonstrated strong interest in engaging
with professional learning resources to enhance their mentoring capabilities.

Importance of more formal structures: Research participants expressed the view that more formalised structures, such
as in place for Droichead, would be beneficial for the school, the Treorai and the student teacher.
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g Register your interest today

. +353(0)16610168 (press?2)

| pmeppschoolplacement@hiberniacollege.net

hiberniacollege.com/pmepp-school-placement-partner-resources

Treorai CPD course

HIBERNIA PME in

COLLEGE Post-Primary
Education

Collaborating with the Student Teacher

This is a sefi-paced course designed for teachers working ina post-primary

sefting in lreland wha wish o become Treomithe {Co-operating teachears).
lisinbantion is 1o support the Trearaithe in mantoring and guiding the student /4
teacher thrawgh their scheal placeman. This courss along with the Treorai W /"
handbook ane two comglementany resources thal & imtended 1o support and # P

affirm the good practioe of the Treoral,

Oin completion of the coursa, fie Treoraithe will be searded with certificationand digital badges for
hesir partaci pation.

3 coursa topics

+ Observing Teaching and Learning

¢+ Giving Fesdback and Facilitating Rich Reflaction

+ Team Teaching

On completian of thes cowss, you shauld be able ba:
= |dartily tanget aress of scheervation that the student tescher can benefit from abserding during their
schoal placemant obsarvation wask

* Devise avaluabbs fessdback approsch when giving feedback bo the student baacher about ther
taaching practice

= Examne the ways in which you can suppert the studant teacher io engage in reflection
*  Explose and identily succeschd tmam-teaching models that the student tsacher can adopt



https://elearn.hiberniacollege.com/course/view.php?id=133

